
AS WE JOURNEY 
TOGETHER, WE DEEPEN 
OUR COMMITMENT AND 

STRENGTHEN OUR VOCATION.



Dear Friend,
Young women in religious life today, just like our Sisters 
before us, are seekers. 

We seek to live our vocations rooted in our congrega-
tional charisms and grounded in God’s hope for the 
future of religious life. We seek to connect with one 
another to strengthen our commitment, deepen our 
fidelity to religious life, foster connections that sustain 
our vocations, and create ways to live religious life in the 
present and into the future.

As women religious under 50 years of age, we are often 
minorities in our home communities. We yearn for peer 
relationships with other women religious. Unlike our 
Sisters before us, a home-based peer group sits outside 
the realm of possibility and we understand this aspect of 
our current reality. 

Consequently, it is essential that Giving Voice cultivates venues for women religious under 50 years of age 
to gather for prayer, relationship-building, support, leadership development, retreats, friendship, formation 
experiences, and ministry connections. As a grassroots organization founded and facilitated by younger 
women religious, Giving Voice serves as a virtual and real-time locus for the kinds of peer-mentoring and 
support that happened naturally in the past when there were many younger women religious in individual 
congregations. These ready-made peer groups served a critical role in the development, formation and 
retention of young women religious. As a contemporary peer-group, Giving Voice offers sacred and safe 
spaces where younger women religious can feel both seen and heard, affirmed and challenged in ways 
uniquely found in peer settings. 

When we come together, the convergence of charisms leads to newness of religious life happening now. 
Through deep listening, meaningful encounter, and shared leadership we dream big and stretch towards 
new horizons. Collaborative projects and initiatives surface that call us forward to “act justly, love tenderly, 
and walk humbly with our God” (Micah 6:8).  

Giving Voice  embodies this mission by facilitating retreat opportunities, regional and national 
gatherings, virtual means of networking and connection, leadership development experiences, and social 
relationships which are vital to healthy and whole human growth and religious formation. In these ways, 
Giving Voice serves a critical role in the formative years of younger women religious. This vital vocation 
venue encourages younger women religious to grow, mature, explore their human and formation devel-
opment, generate creativity, participate in living religious life among peers, gain confidence, discern and 
deepen their vocations, discover skills, gifts and talents they have, and experience a fullness of religious life 
for themselves, each other, their home congregations, the People of God and all Creation.

Giving Voice provides many opportuni-
ties for peer leadership. Christin Tomy, 
OP lights a candle to open a recent 20s 

and 30s retreat in Phoenix.



Giving Voice   reflects the diversity of contemporary religious life in meaningful ways: it is 
intercongregational, intercultural, intergenerational (there is quite a continuum of life experience among 
religious who are 20 through 50 years of age as well as a scope of formation experience); it is broad in its 
expression of religious life yet grounded in its meaning; and it is life-giving to its members and to their 
home congregations.

In order for Giving Voice to continue to support new cohorts of younger women religious, we need 
religious leadership and other supporters to help us with time, encouragement, and funding. Finding deep 
peer relationships in Giving Voice energizes younger women religious to more fully engage the living of 
their vocation in their prayer and community life and in their community and ministry responsibilities. 
Therefore, we trust that leaders and formators both recognize the importance and facilitate the 
participation of their younger members in Giving Voice. 

Giving Voice is for seekers. Giving Voice is for younger women religious seeking to remain 
faithful to God’s call, seeking to deepen their response and seeking to strengthen their connections as the 
women religious of today and tomorrow.

Giving Voice sisters pray together at 
a recent retreat. Participants utilize 

The Circle Way to gather and enter into 
meaningful conversation and encounter.



Dominican Sister Kelly Moline, OP  
enjoys spending time with her 

community and sharing her joy 
with others. Giving Voice sisters 
are full of hope and seek to live 

the joy of the Gospel! 

GIVING VOICE OFFERS SACRED AND SAFE SPACES 
WHERE YOUNGER WOMEN RELIGIOUS CAN FEEL 
BOTH SEEN AND HEARD, AFFIRMED & CHALLENGED 
IN WAYS UNIQUELY FOUND IN PEER SETTINGS. 

LEADING PEER 
RETREATS

DEVELOPING 
LEADERSHIP

NETWORKING 
VIRTUALLY

CONNECTING 
REGIONALLY

LIVING WHAT’S 
EMERGING

ACTING FOR 
JUSTICE

CONVENING 
NATIONALLY

BUILDING 
VOCATIONS
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“WE SEEK TO SHARE OUR DREAMS AND PASSION FOR 

RELIGIOUS LIFE TODAY AND TOMORROW, FOR OURSELVES 

AND FOR ALL WHO WILL COME AFTER US.”

GIVING VOICE REFLECTS THE DIVERSITY OF 

CONTEMPORARY RELIGIOUS LIFE IN MEANING-
FUL WAYS: IT IS INTERCONGREGATIONAL,                      

INTERCULTURAL, INTERGENERATIONAL; IT IS 
BROAD IN ITS EXPRESSION OF RELIGIOUS LIFE YET 

GROUNDED IN ITS MEANING; AND IT IS LIFE-GIVING TO 
ITS MEMBERS AND TO THEIR HOME CONGREGATIONS.

Benedictine Sister Belinda Monahan, OSB 
serves a dual-ministry as her community’s 

Vocation Minister and an Archaeologist. 
Here she excavates animal bones from a 

burial site in Armenia.



Giving Voice

Website: www.giving-voice.org 
Email: adminasst@giving-voice.org

Phone: 773.595.4025

Join us on social media!

YOUNG WOMEN RELIGIOUS TODAY, JUST LIKE OUR SIS-
TERS BEFORE US, ARE S E E K E R S . WE SEEK TO KINDLE 
OUR CALL TO LIVE OUR VOCATIONS  ROOTED IN OUR                          

CONGREGATIONAL CHARISMS AND GROUNDED IN GOD’S 
HOPE FOR THE FUTURE OF RELIGIOUS LIFE.

L E A R N   MORE ONLINE AT GIVING-VOICE.ORG

C O N N E C T   WITH YOUNG SISTERS ONLINE AT GIVING-VOICE.ORG/GET-INVOLVED

S U P P O R T   YOUNGER WOMEN RELIGIOUS AT GIVING-VOICE.ORG/DONATE

Guadalupan Missionaries of the Holy 
Spirit Sister Maria Guadalupe Malvais, 

MGSps vigils with other sisters at a Giving 
Voice sponsored  witness along the U.S./
Mexico border in support of immigrants. 


