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listening to voices, speaking hope

religious life in the here and now
What does it mean to say that one has ‘hope for the future?’ One answer to this
question could be provided by noted Brazilian author, Paulo Coelho in his work The
Zahir. In this work he observes, “Everything we need to learn is always there before
us: we just have to look around with respect and attention in order to discover where
God is leading us and which step we should take next.” In Coelho’s
answer, God is present now and drawing us into the future; this we
can name as the essence of hope. It requires a contemplative dis-
position to be attentive to the present and provides an implicit
assurance that participation in the present is already part of eter-
nity. It emboldens us and moves us forward in faith.

Another answer to the question could be provided by Pope
Benedict XVI in his latest encyclical where he says, “Faith draws the
future into the present, so that it is no longer simply a “not yet.”
That fact that this future exists changes the present; the present is
touched by the future reality, and thus the things of the future spill over
into those of the present and those of the present into those of the future.” (Spes Salvi,
#7) Hope for the future requires an acceptance of living boldly in the “now”.

St. Paul offers us still another answer linking faith and hope. “Faith is the realization of
what is hoped for and evidence of things not seen.” (Heb 11:1) The promise of God’s
abiding love knows no boundary. Time and eternity are intertwined. We can look to the
early Christian community, whom Paul was addressing, for models and witnesses who
knew what it meant to have hope even in the midst of fear, uncertainly, darkness, and
persecution. We hear the relevance and resonance of their voices for modern times.
Hope is sorely needed in a world that finds itself facing the effects of terrorism, war,
global warming, pandemics, and widespread poverty. Hope calls us forward with
renewed fidelity, creativity, and courage.

Returning to our question, we set it in a context. What does it mean to say that one has
‘hope for the future of religious life?’ This question is ultimately a question that each
one of us living the life, and those discerning the call to it today, must answer for our-
selves and for our communities. This question provided a catalyst for conversation and
reflection at the most recent Giving Voice Conference.

This newsletter issue is dedicated to just such a question and highlights some of the
conversations and insights that were shared and discussed at the conference. In reli-
gious life today, every member must look at the nature of hope and seek out credible
signs and witnesses around them. The faith that we profess and live out through the
vows in the witness of our lives is a faith that is inextricably linked with hope. The
conversation begun at the conference is summarized here and continues online on
the Giving Voice website. We invite you not only to enjoy the newsletter, but to join
the conversation.

Sincerely,
Katherine Feely, SND and the Giving Voice Team
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As women religious here and now, who must we be
and what must we do? Nearly 80 women religious gath-
ered in Boston June 28-July 1 for “Listening to Voices
Across Continents, Speaking Hope to Our World.”
Participants, who came from 20 states and several
continents, represented 30 congregations.

Meg Guider, OSF, associate professor of missiology at the
Weston Jesuit School of Theology in Cambridge, and
Miriam del Socorro Montero Bereche, SNDdenN, of
the Formation Conference for Religious in Lima, Peru,
helped frame the issues facing women religious today.

Nancy Sylvester, IHM, founder and president of the Institute
for Communal Contemplation and Dialogue, led partici-
pants in a contemplative process of reflection and discus-
sion focused on a single question: As women religious here
and now, who must we be and what must we do?

At the end of the process, participants identified women
religious as called to pursue new forms of community and
to create processes that ensure that a new local commu-
nity truly is born whenever a new member enters. They
challenged one another to deliberately spend time with
one another and with those different from themselves, to
invite members of their local communities into communal
contemplation and to consider the impact of their indi-
vidual choices on the environment. They described possi-
bilities for using new technology to join in communal
prayer beyond their local communities, and for collabo-
rating on justice issues across congregational lines. They
also explored how to heighten their visibility by partici-
pating in civic meetings, parish activities, local gatherings
and camps for youth. �

Younger Women Religious Claim Their Future
Written by Giving Voice Team

Giving Voice Conference: Listening to Voices Across Continents, Speaking Hope to Our World
was held June 28-July 1, 2007 in Boston, Massachusetts

As lives intersect, new bonds are formed and charisms shared for living the
life fully.

Sr. Leslie sets the stage to keep a global perspective in focus as the confer-
ence unfolds.

The conference planning team gathers to pray before the conference is
underway. Months of planning can only bear fruit when grounded in
prayer.

Sr. Nancy Sylvester, IHM was the cre-
ative and dynamic force facilitating
the conference process and called
the participants to both a deep con-
templative listening as well as a
commitment to hope in action.

Sister Katy LaFond, a novice with
the School Sister of St. Francis, and
who blogs on the Internet about
her adventures as "one fun nun," is
caught in the act at the conference.
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Giving Voice is a newsletter in which the articles are written
by women religious under 50. The primary purpose of Giving
Voice is to promote networking, dialogue and support among
this generation of sisters. The secondary purpose is to promote
intergenerational dialogue. We welcome subscriptions and com-
ments from sisters over 50 who wish to support and
dialogue with their younger members.

Publication Information
Giving Voice: The Voices of Younger Women Religious is nor-
mally published two times per year. Our publication schedule
extends from January 1 to December 31. Back issues of Giving
Voice from the current subscription year will be mailed to
individuals who subscribe after the first issue has been mailed.

Subscriptions
The price of a yearly subscription is $20.00 in the United States
and $25.00 (U.S. dollars) for international residents, there are
special rates available to congregations wanting multiple sub-
scriptions. Please check our website for details. Checks should be
made out to Giving Voice and sent to:

Giving Voice
Kristin Matthes, SNDdeN
207 Hampshire Street
Lawrence, MA 01841 U.S.A.
Email: Kristin@giving-voice.org

Database Changes
We don’t want to lose you! Please submit your address and
other database changes to Kristin Matthes at the above address.

Editorial Policies
Items for publication can be submitted via mail or email. The
author’s name, congregational initials, birth year, and city/
state/country of residence must also be included. Include an
email address if available. Please also indicate whether it is per-
missible to publish your email in Giving Voice so our readers can
network with you if they wish to do so. The Editorial Team
reserves the right to edit letters and articles for length and
appropriateness. Some items may not be published due to space
limitations. Whenever possible, these articles will be posted on
the Giving Voice web site, www.giving-voice.org. If the author
wishes to have her work returned, the letter or article must be
submitted with a stamped, self-addressed envelope. Items for
publication must be received by the deadline to be included in a
particular issue of Giving Voice. Submit items for publication to:

Giving Voice
Kristin Matthes, SNDdeN
207 Hampshire Street
Lawrence, MA 01841 U.S.A.
Email: Kristin@giving-voice.org

Giving Voice Core Team
Maria Cimperman, OSU Katherine Feely, SND
Kristin Matthes, SNDdeN Mary Stanco, HM
Lisa Buscher, RSCJ

Layout and Design
Beth Ponticello, Center for Educational Design and
Communication, www.cedc.org
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a life’s witness:
A Wave of Joy
I HAD JUST ARRIVED HOME from my annual
retreat on July 14 of this past summer when
I began to sort through a week’s worth of
emails. One caught my eye immediately. The
subject line read “Andree Fries.” Whenever I
see that name I always feel a wave of joy and
kindness rise in me because of the big heartedness that
marked this woman’s life. I was stunned to read that
Andree had died earlier that morning from complications
that arose after a knee surgery. I knew then that I wanted
to share the story of Andree’s connection to Giving Voice
with the hundreds of women who read these pages.

I met Andree online in 1995 when she was president of
LCWR on Sister-L, a listserv focusing on the history and
contemporary concerns of women religious. I was going
through a difficult period in my journey and was seriously
considering leaving religious life. In response to a request
Andree had made on Sister-L, I shared a piece of my story
with her. Within two hours I had an email back from her
in which she said, “You are not going to want to miss reli-
gious life in the 21st century!” She continued to mentor
me over the next several years, answering questions I had
and asking me questions that brought me to a deeper
awareness of the gift of religious life. She even offered to
support me financially for a summer if I needed it along
my journey.

Ten years ago, when the four of us who started Giving
Voice needed some people to put in a good word for us
as we approached the leadership of congregations of
women religious in the U.S., Andree was quick to offer
her support. She wrote:
“A new spark of life has been ignited through the
gathering of U.S. women religious under the age of
50. I am excited about the inauguration of the
newsletter “Giving Voice.” Hopefully this creative
exchange will birth even more enthusiasm for a
future full of hope! You give me hope!”

Giving Voice has been one of the many beneficiaries of
the big heartedness that marked Andree’s life. We are
grateful for the many ways Andree put her passion and
belief in religious life and its future into action. Her
words in her ‘Guest Voice’ article in the December 1999
issue of Giving Voice capture some of the wisdom she
invited us to contemplate:
“Surely, our future will be not only viable, but vital if we
continue to deepen the quality of relationships and
thus create dynamic energy for the mission of Jesus.”

May she who brought peace to many, rest in the peaceful
embrace of her tender God. �

Andree Fries
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AS A RELIGIOUS HERE AND NOW, I believe that I am a woman con-
secrated in prayer—prayer, which, inspired by God’s Spirit,
transforms me in that it renews me and enables me to
hand over my resistances, structures, desires and fears in
order to take on what God wants. It’s thanks to God that
I’m here with you today, because if it depended on me, my
fear would have prevented me.

God’s goodness, mercy, tenderness and compassion, give
life, joy and the ability to risk in the midst of my fear. I’m a
very fearful person. The experience of God’s love leads me
to throw myself into things, to risk. The Spirit who renews
me makes me sensitive to the needs of the Sisters, with
whom I live in community in a marginal area of Lima, and
of the people whom we serve there, and amongst whom I
have worked for the past fourteen years.

I work with various people, especially with women and
youth, accompanying them and counseling them and also
directing workshops. In addition, I give a course to the men
and women postulants in the formation program organ-
ized by the Conference of Religious in Lima. These young
people encourage me and also challenge me.

The experience of love, of meeting God in prayer and in
daily life, makes me aware of the need to listen, encour-
age, support and sometimes challenge those who come to
our door every day.

The encounter with God makes me sensitive to the needs
of so many patients in the over-crowded hospitals, patients
who, in the midst of their suffering are encouraged by
their deep faith and are capable of giving life to others.

The experience of prayer helps me to listen to so many
women and young people who no longer want to go on
living, because of their suffering at home or outside in the
society in which we live.

In the concrete reality of Peru, we touch and feel extreme
poverty, but in the midst of it we find faith and life. This expe-
rience in daily life teaches me to be contemplative in action. I
contemplate the lived reality of my people who suffer hunger,
thirst, cold, abuses, rape, drug-addiction – and, in the midst of
all this, the courageous, risk-taking, struggling spirit which
enables them to keep going and to celebrate life. There is a
spirit of faith which is contagious and life-giving.

One of the many such cases is Ana – a 40 year old woman
who for 20 years lived in the streets where she suffered
much abuse and harsh treatment. To survive, she collected
anything she could find in the street that could be recycled
and sold it to buy food.

I will never forget the day I invited Ana to come to Mass on
Sunday. I invited her for various reasons, one being that she
learn to participate in the Eucharist and another that she have
the opportunity to relate to other people. I thought I was
teaching her something, but she ended up teachingme. During
the Mass, Ana participated fully. Then, when the offertory bas-
ket came to us, she made a contribution. I was left with a great
sense of admiration and wonder, but also feeling challenged
because I knew how little she had and that she needed that
money to by something to eat for herself. When the Mass was
over, I talked to her. Shewas all smiles, and I asked her, “Are you
glad that you came toMass?” She said, “Yes!” I replied, “That’s
good, and just as glad as you felt, God would be just as glad if
you have enough to eat. Do you know that one way of giving
an offering would be to buy food for yourself?” Do you know
what her answer was, “That is alright, but just a little for the
poor is also good.” I was left speechless. I was witnessing the
gospel of the poor widow and her temple offering. For Ana
and for many people in Peru rummaging the garbage for
things to recycle is theway to survive and inmany places in Peru
there isn’t much to recycle.

All this challenges andmotivates me to forget myself and open
myself to others, to accompany them, to encourage them, to
help them discover their qualities and potentialities, to help
them feel empowered so that togetherwe canwork for justice.

In Peruwomen are courageous, hardworking and very resilient.
They have a fighting spirit but their living conditions and other
factors affect their self-esteem which is often very low. I feel
called to help them recognize their qualities and to believe in
themselves, to feel that they have a value as women… that
they become aware as we are aware of what they are doing.
They are the driving force in the country but very often they are
not conscious of this.

I want to be contemplative in action because now, more than
ever, in the post-modern society in which we live, if we are not
contemplatives, how can we be disciples of Jesus, followers,
continuing His mission in this reality?

As Women Religious Here and Now, Who Must We Be?
And What Must We Do?

Miriam Montero Bereche, SNDdeN translated by Therese Hartley, SNDdeN
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Without this contemplative spirit, how can Imakemy own the
hopes and fears ofmy people, of all people?Without this con-
templative spirit, how can I respond to the increasing num-
bers of the poor who are now the majority in Latin America?
This Spirit will help me, will help us all, not to fall into giving
only material help; that is, just addressing the surface issues,
trying to respond to themultiple immediate needs. It will help
us to attack the causes of this poverty. It will help us to be like
Jesus, who, contemplating life, shows two attitudes:
a) He responded to the needs which presented themselves in

His daily life.

b) Henot only responded to these needs, Hewas not only pres-
ent amongst the poor, but He also confronted the cause of
their poverty, the causes of their problems. He spoke direct-
ly to those in authority who oppressed the people, he spoke
out clearly although He knew the cost of His accusations.

We are with the poor, but we very often question our place
with them: we live among them, are with them, but we feel
that we are not reaching the roots. However, the reality chal-
lenges us, invites and motivates us not to be content with
responding to needs, but rather, conscious of Jesus’ way of
acting and the reality of the poor, to collaborate with others
to do what we can to confront the causes of poverty.

Some groups take the risk to denounce abuses, show soli-
darity with the victims and to demand change from the
leaders who are responsible. One example was a march to
the German Embassy to demand that the G-8 keep its
promises and drop the debt. About 20% of Peru’s GNP goes
to pay the interest on the external debt.

As Sisters of Notre Dame, we have been, on the one hand chal-
lenged, and on the other inspired and motivated, by the wit-
ness of Sister Dorothy Stang, who struggled and gave her life
for the poor farmers with whom she worked. She spoke out,
denounced injustice and attacked the cause of their poverty.
The powerful felt themselves threatened: she was their obsta-
cle. Their response was to kill her.

We are called to be prophets, prophets like Jesus and
Dorothy: to announce the gospel and to denounce evil, in
daily life, in our concrete reality. Only in this way will being
prophetic cease to be just a word and become life. The how
of this, the way to do it, we are called to discover, from our
own being, from the reality in which we live.

As a religious here and now, I feel called and challenged to
go on developing a spirit of daily discernment; a discernment
which draws me out of my comfort, my structures, the famil-
iar. A Spirit of daily discernment fulfills me and revitalizes my
call, my vocation, my commitments and my mission. A spirit
of discernment helps me to hear and to read the signs of the
times. A spirit of discernment will makemy life a truewitness,
communicating life and capable of attracting others.

To Conclude frommy experience, prayer, the intimate relation-
ship with the Lord, transformsme , gives me life, makeme con-
templative, prophetic, and motivates me to develop a spirit of
daily discernment which opensme and disposes me to relate to
my people guided by God who forms me day by day. �

Hope for the Future
By: Shawna Foley, PBVM, Fargo, North Dakota

What experience, encounter, or opportunity in your
religious life thus far has had the most positive impact
upon you or has brought about an essential
conversion?

A few years ago I had the opportunity to participate in
the Life Commitment Program, a program for those who
are preparing to make final profession of vows in their
communities, sponsored by the Religious Formation
Conference. I am a Presentation Sister from Fargo, North
Dakota, having gone through formation on my own. I
was fortunate to have Sisters in my community who were
willing to be my classmates during novitiate and men-
tored me throughout formation.

During my formation I had opportunities to meet up with
others in formation, however, the Life Commitment
Program was my first experience of a large group; espe-
cially a culturally diverse group of women and men
Religious. At one point in time someone said to me, "we
can never tell how you are feeling. You always have a
smile on your face." It was a wonderful experience;
revealing how God works in and through people of all
walks of life.

The Presentation Sisters in Fargo are an independent con-
gregation, as are most communities of Presentation
Sisters in North America. On this continent we are con-
nected through "The Conference" but on a global scale
we are connected through the International Presentation
Association. Prior to my attendance at the Life
Commitment Program I was aware of my connection to
the wider community of Presentation, having had the
opportunity to gather with other new members of North
American Communities in Newfoundland. However,
after attending the program, celebrating the richness of
diversity within the group, my love of the wider
International Presentation Association has deepened and
grown.

There are over 2500 Presentation Sisters in the world, as
well as many Associates. I have never met the
Presentation Sisters in India, Pakistan, Zimbabwe,
Zambia, or many of the other places that our sisters live
and minister in throughout the world (other than in
North America and a few in Ireland), but I feel a connec-
tion to them; that connection is Nano Nagle, the
foundress of the Presentation Sisters. Nano wrote, "If I
could be of service in saving souls in any part of the
globe, I would willingly do all in my power." This connec-
tion with the global community of Presentation is what
gives me hope for the future of religious life. �
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One with your heart, O God
One with your heart, O God

Woven in love
Unity and peace
Call us to hear your spirit and dream

One with your heart, O God
One with your heart, O God

Formed into one
Fill us with grace
Call us to be your presence of peace

One with your heart, O God
One with your heart, O God

Heartbeat of God
Attune now our ears
Call us to meet the world in its need

One with your heart, O God
One with your heart, O God

Join now our hearts
Inspire us with love
Call us to build the Kingdom of God

One with your heart, O God
One with your heart, O God

One With Your Heart/Unidas en
tu Corazón

One with your heart, O God
One with your heart, O God

Unidas en tu Corazón
Unidas en tu Corazón

Hechas de amor
Unidad y paz
llámanos a vivir tu sueño y visión

Unidas en tu Corazón
Unidas en tu Corazón

Formed into one
Fill us with grace
Call us to be your presence of peace

One with your heart, O God
One with your heart, O God

Corazón de Dios
ayúdanos a vivir
llámanos a hacer el mundo mejor

Unidas en tu Corazón
Unidas en tu Corazón

Join now our hearts
Inspire us with love
Call us to build the Kingdom of God

One with your heart, O God
One with your heart, O God

© 2007, Lisa Buscher, RSCJ (English)
Kathleen Conan, RSCJ & Carolina Pardo, OSF (Spanish translation)

One With Your Heart
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A FEW YEARS AGO, a speaker at a conference I was attending,
asked every person in the room to close their eyes and imag-
ine living as a Christian one thousand years ago. The speaker
then invited us to consider themethods wemay have used to
catechize and evangelize. An acknowledged chuckle perme-
ated the air as we mutually recognized the obvious lack of
Catholic schools, parish religious education programs, sacra-
mental preparation programs, bulletin inserts, parish enrich-
ment series, websites, podcasts, etc. and yet, the kingdomwas
proclaimed!

Our congregational patron saints, Cyril and Methodius, faced
many challenges eleven hundred years ago in the ninth cen-
tury as they evangelized without retreat centers, schools, and
parishes. These two Greek brothers were incredibly coura-
geous in spreading the word of God and ministered with
great zeal to proclaim the kingdom. Cyril and Methodius
were faced with the daunting task of finding a way to com-
municate the good news of the kingdom to peoplewhowere
extremely poor and illiterate, without a written language of
their own. In order to be understood, Cyril and Methodius
compassionately preached using the common language of
the people, not the official language of the Church, which
was Latin. Despite their determination to catechize and pray
in the language of the Slavic people, they endured much crit-
icism and were twice accused (and exonerated) of heresy.

Todayweare also facedwith the same task of proclaiming the
kingdomwith an acute sensitivity to global awareness and an
emerging global consciousness that has changed the way we
understand each other, the way we relate to each other, and
thewayweunderstandChrist in the twenty-first century. Now
more than ever,weneed to proclaimChrist inways that speak
not only to those singing in the pews, but to those we mar-
ginalize as outcasts and enemies. We are being invited by the
Spirit to look deeper into our relationship with God, who is
Absolute Mystery, and to broaden our vision of discipleship
with language of invitation and inclusivity for the next gener-
ation of believers.

To proclaim Christ in the twenty-first century, we need to look
back for insight, forward with vision, all the while remember-
ing to live in the present. We need reminders about the
beginnings of Christianity. The early church up until 313 was
about transformation and inclusivity, gathering as small,
Spirit-filled communities, breaking bread, and radically shar-
ing new ways of being in relationship with others. Two thou-
sand years later, God still wants to be in relationship with us –
all of us, whether we are Christian or Muslim, Hindu or
Buddhist – and God desires for us to be in relationship with
each other. No one is created byGod as God-less. If we believe
God has created us in our mother’s womb, from the moment
of conception, how can we continue to label people who are
different from us as outcasts, pagans, illegal aliens, or ene-
mies? Have we forgotten the kingdom of God does not

require documentation? When will we comprehend the lan-
guage of God is not limited to English-only laws or Latin
prayers? As we try to grapple with our differences, the Spirit
is moving us beyond polarization and analysis paralysis
towards compassionate action. As we proclaim Christ in the
twenty-first century, the Spirit is moving us out of our well
worn, rigid paths of calcified complacency into a new journey
of understanding each other as the people of God.

Whenwe look at the earth from space, borders and countries
disappear. We see as God sees us—as one world. This aware-
ness begs us to see the world in connection to others, to be a
part of something bigger than ourselves and our country.
Never before in our history havewe faced extremepoverty on
a global scale. As we continue to argue over who is eligible to
receive the Eucharist, the Bread of Life, half of our world is
starving and in need of daily nourishment. Should not our
debates be focused on how to eradicate global poverty? Jesus
ate with the poor, the sinners, and the outcasts. He never
required his guests be in a state of grace before eating with
him, so why do we continue to exclude others from our
Eucharistic table? As we proclaim Christ in the twenty-first
century, we need to look closer at who we exclude and why
we justify exclusion.Wemust look beyond the altar to broad-
en our vision of discipleship to include serving the millions of
people who are poor, marginalized, and indigent in our
world.

The beloved community of the first disciples was centered in
a sense of belonging to one another and to Christ who gave
them an even deeper experience of belonging to God. In the
twenty-first century, if we are to understand Christ, it must be
in the context of community, in the breaking of the bread,
and in sharing our experiences of God. Not only do we have
to become a beloved community, but we are called to act like
one, with an acute awareness of the needs of others and the
world. The call to discipleship is a constant summons of hope
to widen our circles, to invite others into conversation, and
add more chairs around our tables. When we begin to see
that God does not take sides, does not limit blessings upon
certain people, teams, schools, nations, congregations, or reli-
gions, we can begin to approach each other with mutual
respect, open minds, and dialogic dialogue. In our search for
certitude and certainty, we must begin by seeking common
ground. The heart and center of our faith is in Jesus Christ and
it is in Christ that we discover and understand how we are to
live in love. Discipleship is characterized as love of God, love of
one another, including love of enemies, leading to justice in
the Kingdom. Our response must come from a collective
yearning to witness to, build, and proclaim the Kingdom of
God. Despite our endless need to complicate discipleship in
the twenty-first century, we are simply summoned by God to
be love and be loved, invited through the risen Christ, and
compelled by the Spirit to echo the words of Saints Cyril and
Methodius, Thy Kingdom Come! �

A Community of Disciples: Then and Now
By: Deborah Marie Borneman, S.S.C.M.
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Questions for Reflection
and Discussion
•What have you been hearing in your prayer, reflec-
tion, or discernment that requires your attention or
won't leave you alone?

• What experience, encounter, or opportunity in your
religious life thus far has had the most positive
impact upon you or has brought about an essential
conversion?

• In the midst of a suffering world, how do you
personally witness to the reality of hope?

• If your founder(s) or foundress(es) were living today,
what is one urgent need that they would be
responding to in the world today, and how?

• What sustains your hope, vision, and passion for
living the vows in today's world?

giving voice
january jubilette

The time has come once again to celebrate our lives
together as Women Religious. Join us for the fifth
annual gathering over Martin Luther King, Jr. weekend.
We will share our stories in a new way this year as we
articulate the passion we share in our hearts as Women
Religious in the 21st century.

When: January 18-20, 2008

Where: Cenacle Retreat Center, Lantana, Florida.
(Fly into West Palm Beach International – PBI)

Time: 7:00 pm Friday to 12:00 pm Sunday

Cost: $200.00 includes meals, lodging, and gathering

To register or for more information, please contact
Sr. Lisa Buscher, RSCJ at Lisa@giving-voice.org


